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GENERAL JURY CRITERIA 

1.  Works must be original and created by the artist applying for Membership.  LAS 

encourages artists to develop a personal style and artistic voice. Therefore, any copying, 

copyright infringement, or plagiarism is not allowed.  All original work and limited 

editions must be signed by the artist.   An artist working in collaboration with another 

artist is permitted provided both artists are members; but it must be clear what each 

artist does in the creative process and both artists must sign the work. 

2. Jury committee will make recommendations to borderline artists on how to bring their 

work within LAS requirements.  A second jurying will be required. 

3. Artist must have an understanding of the fundamental elements of their medium, show 

quality of design and craftsmanship, demonstrate technical and creative skills, show 

original ideas, and the potential for growth.   

4. Artists must provide five original works and five additional works or photos of work, all 

to have been completed within the last two years.  Artists may be juried for no more 

than two mediums per jury session. 

MEDIUMS 

1.  PAINTING & DRAWING: This category will be split into the following subcategories: 

1. Oils, Acrylics 

2. Watercolors, water media 

3. Pen & Ink, Pencil, Soft Pastels and Chalk 

4. Oil Pastels 

 

2. FABRIC ART: Painting on textiles, for wall art purposes only, must be painted and 

designed by the artist.  Batik designed and executed by the artist will be accepted.  

Loom and other traditional hand weaving are accepted.  Traditional Hawaiian quilts, as 

well as designs created by the artist, are also accepted.  Single quilted squares must be 

framed or displayed as a wall hanging. 

 

3. HAWAIIAN & POLYNESIAN ARTS and CRAFTS:   Included are: lei-making (floral haku style, 

local seeds and shells), feather (haku style, hat band, head, neck) fish hooks, lures, 
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baskets, weaving (lauhala, etc.) wood carving, tapa (kapa) printmaking and tattoo 

designs. 

a. 100% seed or shell leis (kukui nuts, job’s tear, etc.) must be collected, cleaned, 

polished, drilled and strung by the artist. 

b. Tapa (Kapa): raw tapa (kapa) and other forms of paper made from natural materials 

may be sold when used as a primary surface for wall art purposes.  It may be framed 

or dowel mounted for wall hanging.  In addition it may be molded into trays, fans, 

bookmarks, tablecloths or any form of TRADITIONAL Polynesian craft.  Not allowed is 

tapa (kapa) used to cover store bought items such as photo albums, address and 

other books, picture frames or any other store bought merchandise. 

c. Wood carving and all other forms of wood work must be created entirely by the 

artist.  

4. JEWELRY 

a.  Work must be designed and created by the artist to show a sense of creativity, 

originality, authenticity, and individuality, represent a unique statement of the artist, 

or clearly exhibit the potential for evolving into such a creative statement.  Work 

must show durability, use of quality materials, attention to finishing detail, and well-

executed construction that will withstand repeated use.   

b. The use of purchased items in conjunction with the handcrafted jewelry is acceptable 

as long as at least 50% of each piece is the creation of the artist. 

c. Molding/Casting:  Any molds used must be made from an original piece of art 

created by the artist.  The artist must complete the finishing/polishing process of all 

duplicates.  If the artist uses a cast piece made from a natural item (stick, shell, seed, 

etc.) or other found objects, this item would be acceptable as long as it then adheres 

to guidelines for seed/bead work below and the cast item must only represent up to 

50% of the final piece. 

d. Foundry work for metal or bronze will be allowed provided the original cast was 

made by the artist and all finishing and detailing is done by the artist. 

e. Seed/bead work 

i. 50% beads handmade by the artist and 50% purchased beads may be strung in a 

single strand of jewelry.  50% purchased beads and 50% found seeds/beads are 



Lahaina Arts Society - Jury Guidelines 
REVISED & APPROVED 1/2011, 4/25/12, 1/30/13, 10/28/15 

 

 

3 

 

also acceptable as long as they are collected, cleaned, polished, drilled and strung 

by the artist. 

ii. No single items may be used as jewelry (bead, seed, bone, feather, shark tooth) 

unless it is the artist’s creation such as carving of bone or wood or a handmade 

bead or pendant.  Simple wire wrapped items do not require a unique skill level 

and are not allowed. 

iii. Purchased beads are acceptable but the jewelry MUST show creativity and 

originality in the layout and design such as macramé, string art, woven seed 

beads, and wire weaving where the purchased items are used as accents, not to 

distract from the main design where 50% of each piece is the creation of the 

artist.  Single or multiple strands of assemblage are not allowed. 

f. All work should show quality of finishing and style.  All materials used must be 

durable.  Metals must have tool marks removed and clean solder joints.  Sharp ends 

should be rounded; wire ends, prongs, and catches should be secured.  Textures, 

patinas, and oxidation may be used to create an original style.   

 

5.  CERAMICS 

a.  Originality and artistic intent are important factors for acceptance.  Slip casting 

(molds) will be allowed provided the original cast was made by the artist as well as all 

slip castings made from each mold. 

b. The artist must make a printed statement as to the use of any ceramic work for food 

and vessel use. (i.e. food-safe and water holding capacity.) 

c. Decoration on pottery not made by the artist is not accepted. 

 

6.  GLASS:  All original forms of glass work are acceptable.  

 

7. DIGITAL ART 

a.  Digital Art requiring scanning or photographic copying will be considered when the 

artist has created all of their own images before scanning or processing with 

Photoshop or any similar computer or digital program.  Elements from sources other 

than the artist’s original creation are unacceptable.  
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b. For work generated exclusively on a computer, the artist must demonstrate not only 

an artistic foundation, personal style, and understanding of design and composition, 

but also technical skills and knowledge including understanding of the digital process, 

computer enhancements, software, and printer use. 

c. During the jurying process, the artist may be required to demonstrate on a laptop 

computer all of the documented steps the artist has taken to achieve the final result. 

d. All artwork, either partially or totally created digitally must be identified as Digital 

Art. 

 

8. PHOTOGRAPHY:  Photography will be evaluated on the basis of artistic content and 

MUST represent a unique statement by the artist.  The photographer should 

demonstrate exhibit-level quality and technical ability whether they use an analog or 

digital darkroom, Photoshop, or any similar computer program. 

 

9.    BASKET MAKING & FIBER ARTS 

a. Included in this category are basket making, paper making, weaving and knotting. 

b. Baskets must be created by the artist.  Store bought items may be used if it is not the 

dominating factor.   

c. Basket makers need to be aware that some materials attract insects and must 

therefore take preventive measures. 

 

10.   PRINTMAKING:  All hand pulled prints are allowed (including mono-prints, block, and 

screen printing on paper or any other recognized original print process).  In each of 

these categories the original design must be created by the artist. 

 

11.   FLOWER ART:  Pressed flowers are acceptable as long as the artist has processed the 

flowers.  The pieces should show design and creativity and must be arranged and 

matted by the artist. 

 

12.   COLLAGE:  The art work used to create the collage should be entirely from the artist’s 

originals, or, if copyrighted, only with written permission from the copyright owner. 
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13.   SCULPTURE:  Sculpture must be designed and created by the artist. 

 

14.   WRITTEN WORKS:  Written works will be considered, however, they MUST be in 

conjunction with a medium which has been juried in or will be juried in along with the 

writing.  The writing must be authored by the artist. 

 

15.   MUSIC:  Vocal or instrumental music must be appropriate for the gallery and contain 

original works written and performed by the artist. 

 

16.   MIXED-MEDIA:  Using more than one established medium in one piece of work will be 

accepted if the artwork follows the general jury criteria.  An artist juried in for Mixed 

Media does not have permission to exhibit a single media unless they have juried in for 

that media. 

 

17.  METALWORK:  Metals will be presented either as wall art or as sculpture.  All varieties 

of metal will be accepted, for example aluminum, copper, brass, and silver.  Work may 

have other elements on or attached to surfaces such as paint, patina, or glass.  


